THE CORPORATE SOCIETY: THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY

which turned labour dues into money rents. Again the
flight of the villeins dispersed a large part of the manorial
population and so led to a substantial decrease in the
number of bondmen; while the dissolution of the manor
relaxed the lord's grasp on his subjects, and caused the
memory of their original servitude to die out once its primary
purpose had vanished. However personal serfdom
survived the decay of economic serfdom, and was not
destroyed either by the Black Death or the Peasants' Revolt.
It lasted throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries;
and though the mass of the customary tenants obtained
emancipation there still existed thousands of bondmen under
the Tudors. They were no longer liable to enforced labour
yet they could be taxed arbitrarily at the lord's will. The
bondmen were often, in fact, men of substantial position
who were too wealthy to be allowed manumission and could
be heavily mulcted. Personal serfdom thus lived on solely
as an instrument of extortion. It had lost all economic
significance when it ceased to be the keystone of mediaeval
husbandry. Henceforth English rural society no longer
rested upon unfree tenure and unfree status but upon free
contract between landlord and tenant and between employer
and employed.
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